DAUGHTERS   OF    QUEEN   VICTORIA

willingly I would always live with my beloved Albert
and his children in the quiet and retirement of
private life/3 But in spite of the fervency of this
exclamation how disconcerted she would have been
if some malevolent fairy had taken her at her word
and, with a wave of his wand,, had granted her the
boon ! For such a resignation would have rent her :
she revelled in her great inheritance. Indeed, being
Queen of England was already far more to her than
any inherited office. It permeated her conscious-
ness ; to be Queen was one of her qualities, as
integral a part of her character as her indomitable
will or her sense of motherhood. She would not
have resigned her Sovereignty now, even when the
presence of Albert rendered domesticity so blissful,
any more than she dreamed of doing so when in
the long desolation of her widowhood she recoiled
from the duties which it entailed on her.

But she longed for some anguhis terra to which
;he could retire without ceasing to be Queen and
tvhich should be her own personal property, " free
from all Woods and Forests and other charming
Departments which are the plague of one's life."
These perhaps were rather ungrateful expressions, for
;he Woods and Forests maintained her little garden at
Buckingham Palace, and her little park at Windsor
\t the charges of the nation. Windsor was " beautiful
ind comfortable/* but her instinct was just that of
;he young matron who wants to get out of handsomely
urnished lodgings into a cottage of her own, how-
iver humble, somewhere in the country. The Queen